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Setnng aurihe Rococo celing i Dopark

DECORATIVE LIME PLASTE
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a rale of two plassers — rwo plasters thac
drc Ut-ifli con FL'IM'.'E- HE O, l"l"th I:lﬂ'r'ir.l'_ |.|'||.'
same appearance bur cach having very different
qualicizs.

The first, the one plastes that is usually
associared with early decorarive work is lime
PZale‘r. Midl’! Frn.‘ll'l'l “ml‘ Pllr‘}'. l!-l'l'ﬂ.' FIAS!ET I'll'lﬁ
wonderful versaitivy, bur it reward is gained
ar a price, for lime is deceprively difficul
substance to use and fts behavioor b ofien
wnpredicrable

The ather plaster comes from an easier
to usc, more PL'FPL'.IJ.E |'|'.=.||.'riu|. a H.l'll.' whil'.'
pewder capable of a quick predicrable see, This
i* E}']’Ml mn Fllmm.'r. Ir iH th‘ MaSE SO imaon
material used woday for plain and decorative
plasrerwak, bur pries ro chesp mass-praduced
gypewm plaster in the lare 19ch cencery, bath
pypeut: and lime were used for decortive
plasterwark, ar times combined side by side in
ane decorative scheme where the cwo methods
llld |:|u.|1.'r|-l.|'| ‘."_'A.l:ll.llt'l'll.:l:ll L'uc]l. Ulhﬂ. Irldl.":d
ir is highly umusual 1o find early decoracive
Pliﬁtﬂn\ll"l'h o hE '||!L' Flmd.'l.l.l:r ﬂ{*r!’il::l:f' one
plaster, and lime plaster was ofton used with an
addirive ol [N ] id the ser,

Lime plaster remained in widespread use
fst readirional vernacular buildings bevond the
advent of fbrous plaszer and cheaap gypsam
plaster, mainky beeause of ease of availabilivy in
the countryside
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LIME

To make lime plastes, a kmesone of almest
pure cabeium carbonace has 1o be chosen. This
i5 fired in a limekiln ar a temperasure of about
1000°C. The burnt stoene taken out of the
lirmekiln is quick lime {ealium oxide), a very
caustic ruaterial thae is difhcult e keep, s it

is almoat bnmediatedy tarned ine lime puy
(ealcium hydroxide) by adding warer, a process
kl'lr\“-'n as Islﬂking‘ wl'llxl'l gl.'l'lcf:ll.'* a gn’.ﬂ'l d\.'.'l.l
of heat and sream.

'F"urr}' lirmee will harden s|m.\r|‘l,l when
exposed to dir as the lime racts with carbon
diexide 10 form caleiim carbonate once again

a process known as ‘earbonacion’. Fresh lime
putty s therelore pratected from hardening
by being stared in warerproof containers in a
l‘IH mEl *rﬂtﬂ'. Fﬂrl‘l'lanﬂml}' :L1'|I'ETI.'I:] h} i '||'|.l|'| Flll'l!
of water.

Lime can be wsed by 2 mason o hed
seones or madelled by a sculpror ance the
neeessary aggregates have been added. (In
plasters, aggregates such as sand are added
in the proportions of up to around three-to-
i forall but ehe Anishing coax, princigally
1o reduee shrinkage.) A modeller using lime
P|=.s|:r::r. or ‘stwcco’ as i 1% often known, has
tie (o change His mind some tinse after he las
wsed i, for lime p|as|:e1.' will ==t over a five m
ten day period. During this peciod it must be
protected from deving our roe quickly or it will
crack, DOnce ser, stucen will lase for centurzes.

GYPSUM

Gypsum plaster behaves very unlike lime
plaster. |1 is made simply by heating gppsem
rock or alabaster - hoth of which dre mineral
forims of |1yd.ru.l:ﬂ1 aletuim >u|[.l|:|.1.ll.' — i
grinding rhe result to & fine fAour-like powder.
Az a relatively low temperature some of the
watct which makes up the erystalline mineral
structure is driven of £ forming calcium
FII.|F|'|.11{: I'll.'l'l'l:ll'l:fd rate, “'I'li:h iH ljl‘.'l! El'—lu:ld (15
a fine powder.

‘.-I.}-'?il.lm Plﬂﬁlﬂrwi” sen rls"ld]:f wl'.hll'l
15 priseutes once 0 s been “knocked up'
with water — forming interlocking eryseals of
gypsum. This is not a material for modelling
with, more a mazerkal for casting with, as it sets
so quickly, Sowe have twa comperely different
mﬂll—'fiﬂ]b. I-':lT d in;.'r!l'll Flu rF!.lHI'_‘. .'~|. ll.m‘u' =il | g
lime plaster and a fase sereing gypsum plaster,

Oine of the earlies and mose renowned
saurces of refatively pure pypsum rock was
Montmarees, Paris, from which the maierial
rakes pcrh.ap:s TS [TUIST COMTETION N&me, P|.'|.':|:e"r
of Paris.

Plasserers, particularly sinee the lare 18th
cenmury, have generally used gypsum plaster
bath to imitate eadier lime plasterwork and ro
credte their own comemgorany plasterwork of
':-'J.l'!.':lng L'IUJ.IJ‘T}'.

EARLIEST ORIGINS
Perhaps the carliess known examples of
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